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SavsHe Saw

"FlyingSaucer"

On Willisbland

CAIRNS.June 6.—TwoCom-
monwealthradio officerson
WillisIsland.400 mileseast-
north-eastof Cairns,saw a
"flyingsaucer"but did not re-
portit becausetheywereafraid
of being laughedat.
The sightingwas made last

September.
They told of the

incidentwhen they returnedto
Cairns yesterdayafternoon
aboard the lighthousesupply
Ship Cape Leeuwin,after12
monthson the island.

The two men are Harry
Hicks,39, who was seniorradio
officerin charge of the three-

man weatherparty on the
island,and Brian Darragh,26,
second radio operator.

Hicks,who has spenta total

of fiveyearson the island,said

theysaw the
"saucer",

a bright

flatdiscat about4 o'clockin
the afternoon.It was pretty

highand a fairdistance
out to

sea, he said."We watchedit
for threeor four minutesas it
movedout to sea."

Hickssaid that at the time
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of the object'sappearanceand
for a short while afterwards

there had been unusualinter-
ferencefrom staticon the
weather station'sradio receiver.

He pulleddown the aerialand
inspectedthe set, thinkingthat
the troublemightbe due to a
solderedjoint haying become
corrodedby the salt air. He
found nothingwrong and the
interferencelater ceased.

"I didn'treportit to any-
body,"he, said."I didn't

want to be laughedat. People
probablywouldthinkI was go
ing roundthe bend."

The thirdmemberof the
party,Mike Bruer,27, weather
observer,said he did not see
anything."Spots before the
eyes,"he added.

"I lookedwhere they were
pointing,

but I didn't see any-
thing,"he said."We put the
matterto a Melbournescientist

who cameto the island,and he
said the same thing—'spots

beforethe eyes'."


